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fiuman nature, and the manifold variations that
time and circumstances are incessantly working
in human society.

Those who are possessed, and desire to see
others possessed, by that conception of literary
study must watch with the greatest sympathy
and admiration the efforts of those who are
striving so hard, and, I hope, so successfully,
to bring the systematic and methodical study
of our own literature, in connection with other
literatures, among subjects for teaching and ex-
amination iu the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge. I regard those efforts with the
liveliest interest and sympathy. Everybody
agrees that an educated man ought to have a
general notion of the course of the great out-
ward events of European history. So, too, an
educated man ought to have a general notion
of the course of all those inward thoughts and
moods which find their expression in literature.
I think that in cultivating the study of litera-
ture, as I have perhaps too laboriously endea-
voured to define it, you will be cultivating
the most important side of history. Know-
ledge of it gives stability and substance to